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FINAL REPORT on 2009 SWOT Outreach Grant 
 
Grand Bahama Island Sea Turtle Awareness Campaign 
 

I. Project summary 
 
The Grand Bahama Island Sea Turtle Awareness Campaign consisted of 
school awareness programs being implemented in many schools on the 
northern Island of Grand Bahama.   
 
At the time of our Grant application our Government had promised that the 
legislation that allowed for the harvest of sea turtles, specifically the 
loggerhead and green sea turtles, would have been changed on April 1st, 
2009 to reflect the banning of all harvest of sea turtles.  However, the 
deadline came and the laws were not changed. Turtle advocacy groups 
continued educating the public in order to have the citizens make it known to 
Government that we did in fact want the harvest of sea turtles to be banned 
in our country so that we could truly be an eco-touristic destination.  
 
Our Grant application was approved in June/July 2009.  At that time the 
Ministry of Fisheries was of the view that the persons agitating for the ban 
were not from the country.  The Ministry wanted to hear from Bahamian 
citizens that they in fact were in favour of an outright ban of the harvest of 
sea turtles.  The point of this outreach project was to try to flood the 
Ministry with letters to show them that we did want the legislation enacted 
so that we could be in adherence with CITES of which we are a signatory. 
 
At the time of our initial grant approval the following were the conditions: 
 

II. Brief descriptions of 
 

(a) The sea turtle population and/or habitats affected 
 

Dr. Karen Bjorndal had been studying the turtle populations in 
the Bahamas for many years.  Fishers reported sighting turtles 
on a regular basis.  Compared to other countries in the 
Caribbean region, we seemed to have a healthy population of 
sea turtles comparatively speaking. 

 
(b) The hazards to sea turtles in this area 
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With legislation allowing for the harvest of sea turtles during 
certain parts of the year, current hazards to sea turtles in this 
area included being caught for harvest, illegal harvest of sea 
turtle eggs from beach nests and natural predation. 

 
(c) The target audience of the project 

 
We targeted the students who we hoped would educate their 
parents and relatives.  We wanted to work with groups such as 
the various chapters of the Rotary Club and the Chamber of 
Commerce to hopefully gain some support from the local 
business houses. 
 

 
III. Project objective and outcome 

 
Our objective was to be able to make presentations and distribute as much 
printed information as possible to the 32 schools and libraries on the island, 
to network with the teachers and to get the students involved by urging them 
to write to their Ministry of Fisheries to tell them that the young people did 
in fact want a ban on the harvest of sea turtles so that The Bahamas can be 
seen worldwide as a legitimate eco-tourism destination.  The best outcome 
was that the Government listened and did implement the proposed 
legislation to ban the harvesting of sea turtles on September 1st, 2009. 
 
List of schools and libraries that received the SWOT III & SWOT IV from 
the 2009 SWOT Outreach Grant: 
 

1. Sunland Baptist School 
2. Tabernacle Baptist Christian Academy 
3. College of the Bahamas 
4. Sir Charles Hayward Library 
5. Sir Charles Hayward Children’s Library 
6. St. Vincent de Paul Primary School 
7. St. Paul’s Methodist College 
8. Maurice Moore Primary School 
9. Mary Star of the Sea School 
10. Lucaya International School 
11. Lewis Yard Primary School 
12. Jack Hayward High School 
13. Hugh Campbell Primary School 
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14. Grand Bahama Catholic High School 
15. Alpha Omega School 
16. BTEC, Bahamas Total Education Centre 
17. Bartlett Hill Primary School 
18. Beacon School for Exceptional Children 
19. Bishop Michael Eldon Primary School 
20. Bishop Michael Eldon High School 
21. Calvary Academy 
22. Eight Mile Rock High School 
23. Freeport Gospel Chapel School 
24. Freeport Primary School 
25. GB Academy SDA 
26. St. Georges High School 
27. West End All Age School 
28. Sweetings Cay All Age School 
29. FreeTown School 
30. High Rock School 
31. Walter Parker Primary School 
32. Mary Russell Junior High School 

 
IV. The specific role that SWOT Report played in the project 

 
We distributed the SWOT Report Volumes III and IV to all of the schools  
and public libraries on Grand Bahama Island.  We have a press release in 
preparation for release close to Earth Day (April 22nd) about the SWOT 
Outreach grant to be printed in the local dailies. 
 

V. Timeline for implementation 
 
Work began immediately to prepare for the school year 2009/2010 that 
started in September, 2009.  On September 1st, 2009 the Ministry of 
Fisheries announced the enactment of legislation which would ban all 
harvest of marine turtles in the country.  Volunteers contacted the various 
schools and scheduled speakers who presented the information on turtles 
throughout the school year.  Each school was asked to send letters to the 
Ministry of Fisheries letting the Minister know how they felt about the new 
sea turtle ban legislation.      
 

VI. Budget for the project 
 
The grant of $1000 was used for printing costs and reimbursement of fuel 
for volunteers.  Printing color copies costed approximately 95 Cents per 
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page.   The majority of the funds were used to print educational materials to 
be left at the schools/libraries.  Teachers specifically asked for colour 
pictures of the various marine turtle species. 
 
Attached please find photos from several of the school presentations.   
 

VII. Project coordinator name and contact information 
 
Gail Woon 
Founder 
EARTHCARE 
P. O. Box F 40064 
Freeport, The Bahamas 
 
T 242 374-4945 
M 242 727-0797 
 
Earthcare.Bahamas@yahoo.com 
 
Shipping Address: 
 
Gail Woon/EARTHCARE 
C/O GPS Freeport 
5115 N.W. 17th Terrace 
Hanger 39A 
Fort Lauderdale, FL  33309-2749 
 
T 954 689-6761 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:Earthcare.Bahamas@yahoo.com
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Students at Calvary Academy with their SWOT Volumes II & IV 
 

 
SWOT Outreach presentation at Calvary Academy 
 
 
 
 
 



 6 

 
SWOT outreach presentation at Tabernacle Baptist Christian Academy 
 

  
Tabernacle students presented with their SWOT volumes III & IV 
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Chris Bull, the Librarian, Dr. Andrew Moxey Biology Instructor and Gail 
Woon, EARTHCARE with the SWOT Volumes for the College of the 
Bahamas Library. 
 

  
Bishop Michael Eldon High School student writing a turtle letter to the 
Ministry of Fisheries. 
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SWOT Volumes III & IV being presented to Sunland Baptist School 
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